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POLICE OFFICIAL STRIPS AND

TORTURES WIDOW, SON IN
FRONT OF EACH OTHER

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 9, 1997

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, another disturb-
ing violation of human rights has occurred in
Punjab, Khalistan. On August 21, according to
several reports, a police subinspector in
Bathinda forced a local widow and her adult
son to strip naked, then tortured them in front
of each other. Apparently, the widow’s other
son eloped a few months before that and for
some reason, the police were seeking infor-
mation about his elopement. In their unwar-
ranted pursuit of this private information, they
took the extreme measure of torturing two
people. Unfortunately, this is not unusual in
India. Torture, rape, and even murder are
common, everyday occurrences in Punjab,
Kalistan, in Kashmir, in Nagaland, in so many
parts of India’s brutal and corrupt empire.

An elected mayor was tortured in front of
the people merely for being an Amritdhari
Sikh. In Bombay, 33 Dalits—‘‘Black untouch-
ables’’—the aboriginal people of South Asia
were killed during a peaceful protest. In Kash-
mir, at least 20 reporters were beaten during
a protest at the Chief Minister’s office. They
were protesting the police beating of a fellow
reporter from Agence France Presse who had
instructed his photographer to take a picture of
a woman being beaten by the police. These
are recent incidents, not old information.
Sadly, these are just a few of many recent in-
cidents of torture, brutality, and murder by the
Government of India. This is completely unac-
ceptable.

We must stop taxing our own people to sup-
port these brutal rulers. The time has come to
impose stringent economic sanctions on this
regime until basic human liberties are ob-
served. Finally, this Congress must put itself
on record in support of freedom for all the na-
tions of South Asia. This is what our principles
demand of us. We must do our duty to the
people of the world.
f

HONORING CHARLOTTE AUSTIN
JORDAN

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 9, 1997

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, the National
Crime Prevention Council and Ameritech have
honored a constituent of mine, Charlotte Aus-
tin Jordan of Winnetka, CA, with the
Ameritech Award of Excellence in Crime Pre-
vention. Ms. Jordan is 1 of 8 winners selected
from 140 nominations. Her work and persever-
ance deserves to be recognized.

Charlotte Austin Jordan is not a stranger to
adversity. In May 1988, her 13-year-old
daughter was brutally murdered by gang
members in a case of mistaken identity. Fur-
ther, in 1996, her 24-year-old son was also
murdered by gang members. The death of her
first child prompted Ms. Jordan to volunteer at
the California Youth Authority in impact of
crime on victim’s classes. This program pro-

vided a meeting place for victims of crime to
confront juvenile offenders and to verbalize
what effects crime had on their lives.

Next, Ms. Jordan formed Save Our Future,
a community-based nonprofit organization
dedicated to educating, protecting, and em-
powering our youth. SOF provides many pro-
grams such as parenting, substance abuse,
tutoring conflict resolution, and college and ca-
reer development.

As an innovator, she recognized the need
for housing for paroled youth who are unable
to return to their homes. She consequently de-
veloped Ja’mee’s house to provide a struc-
tured environment for formerly incarcerated
young men who have exhibited a willingness
to change. She also became involved with
Partnership for Change, a mentoring program
for at-risk children ages 8 to 19 who have
been paroled or are on probation.

I would like to thank the National Crime Pre-
vention Council and Ameritech for honoring
Charlotte Austin Jordan with this award and
applaud her dedication to helping individuals
fight crime and build communities. Ms. Jordan
knows all too well the firsthand experiences,
her faith in the ability to reform offenders has
never been shaken. I ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating this brave woman
and hard-working individuals like her who
make a difference in their communities.
f

YOM KIPPUR HOLOCAUST OBSERV-
ANCE AT TEMPLE BETH DAVID

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 9, 1997
Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

full of joy and fulfillment as my constituents
and the other members of Temple Beth David
of Commack, Suffolk County, prepare to join
together to observe a most special Yom
Kippur service.

This Saturday, on Yom Kippur 5758, the
most sacred of all days in the Jewish cal-
endar, Rabbi Leonard Troupp of Temple Beth
David and his congregants will reunite a sa-
cred Holocaust Torah scroll from the town of
Dobris, in what was then Czechoslovakia, with
Petr Herrmann, a resident of that village prior
to the Holocaust. Thus, the congregation will,
in the words of Rabbi Troupp, ‘‘witness the
victory over evil and glimpse the possibility of
God’s promise for all mankind.’’

Mr. Herrmann’s biography is one from which
great novels can be written. It is full of adven-
ture, good and evil and is filled with the in-
domitable human spirit to survive and maintain
justice, love and freedom.

The Herrmann family lived in Dobris from
1793 until the tragedy of the Holocaust. Un-
cles, cousins, friends, neighbors and even Mr.
Herrmann’s father, Alois, became B’nai Mitz-
vah as they stood before the Torah scroll that
now has found a home at Temple Beth David.
That Torah was a part of their lives that was
viciously torn from them in 1939 as the Holo-
caust descended upon Europe. Mr. Herrmann,
his parents, relatives and friends were taken
from Dobris and sent to locations whose
names evoke the most unbelievable horrors
and cruelty that have yet been devised:
Theresienstadt, Auschwitz, Birkenau. Sadly,
many of the Dobris Jews perished at these
death camps.

On this Yom Kippur, 55 years since he and
the Jewish community of Dobris were de-
ported, Petr Herrmann will show that he has
done more than just survive. He and his wife,
Jarmilla, will stand once more before the
Dobris Torah and recite the traditional Jewish
blessing that gives thanks for having been
able to observe and participate in this event.
He will proudly recite the family names from
Dobris—Arnstein, Bloch, Bohm, Fleischmann,
Frankl, Gluck, Katz, Kosiner, Lederer, Lion,
Oppenheimer, Pollack and Porges—families
that were proud members of the Dobris Jew-
ish community; families who are now but
memories.

Mr. Speaker, as we observe this solemn
and moving occasion, it is fitting that we pay
tribute to those self-effacing people who in the
times of greatest adversity still reflect the com-
passion and courage of our society. I ask all
my colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives to join me now in commending the efforts
of Pamela Gershowitz, head of the Dobris
Committee at Temple Beth David; Werner
Reich, who led the search that brought Mr.
Herrmann to Commack, Rabbi Leonard
Troupp, and other members of the Temple
Beth David congregation, in recognizing the
heroic tale of Petr Herrmann, and in welcom-
ing the Herrmann family back to the Dobris
Torah in Commack.

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2158,
DEPARTMENTS OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS AND HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND
INDEPENDENT AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1998

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 8, 1997

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
ment on the VA–HUD appropriations bill, H.R.
2158 that has emerged from a conference
committee between the House and the Sen-
ate.This legislation provides resources for a
wide variety of programs, two of the most no-
table concern section 8 housing subsidies and
the service coordinators that are supported
through the Department of Housing and Urban
Development [HUD].

In the State of Ohio, there are more than
50,000 apartment units in which citizens re-
ceive rent subsidies from the HUD section 8
program. My congressional district on the west
side of Cleveland has a substantial concentra-
tion of section 8 projects and eligible persons,
many of whom are elderly and disabled. Our
Nation has made a compact with these resi-
dents to help them maintain a decent place to
live. As we know, many of the section 8 con-
tracts will be expiring in the next few years.
Fortunately, this appropriations bill provides a
total of $9.4 billion in fiscal year 1998 for the
renewal of section 8 rental housing contracts.
This is more than twice the amount that was
provided last year for similar activities. This
money will be available for HUD to work with
apartment owners at section 8 properties to
ensure that rent subsidies will continue for el-
derly, disabled, low income and other persons
who depend on rent subsidies. Although this
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